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Abstract

This master thesis has been carried out to investigate the possibility
to predict battery failure of Nickel-Metal Hydride (NiMH) batteries.
Assa Abloy use these batteries as a back-up in their door solution sys-
tems in case there is a power loss. The main function is to be able to
open doors that are part of an emergency exit route. Thus, approxi-
mately 200 battery packs were used to collect data regarding mainly
their internal resistance, capacity and age counted from production
date. These parameters were then mapped to how many consecutive
door openings they could perform at different temperatures before
failure. The study showed that the internal resistance of the battery
has a great impact on its performance. The temperature also has a big
effect because the internal resistance varies with temperature. At a
late stage of the master thesis, it was seen that the open circuit voltage
during charge was affected by the temperature. However, more inves-
tigation regarding this needs to be done. Furthermore, the capacity
does not seem to have a notable impact and neither does the age. The
key to predict battery failure is to have knowledge regarding how the
internal resistance changes over time as well as how it changes with
temperature. Some insight regarding this has been discovered during
the study but further investigation needs to be done.
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Definitions

α1 Constant used to censor resistance values.

α2 Constant used to censor voltage values.

α3 Constant used to censor current values.

AA-battery Standardized battery format, 49.2-50.5 mm length and 13.5-
14.5 mm width.

Battery pack The battery mounted in an Assa Abloy slider door consist of
two battery packs, where a battery pack is 10 AA-batteries connected
in series.

Battery pair A battery pair consist of two battery pack connected in series.

Self discharge A battery’s decline in voltage which takes place after charg-
ing is completed and charging device is turned off.

Slider door Slider door defines the product family where the door slides in
the direction of the wall during an opening-procedure.

State of health a battery’s state of health is a figure that tells a battery’s
condition. It is expressed as the ratio of a battery’s actual capacity
and its rated capacity. The state of health deteriorates when a battery
ages and is under use.

Trickle charging trickle charging is the method employed to keep the Assa
Abloy’s batteries in fully charged condition. This is done by charging
the battery pack’s with 55 mA. [2].

Acronyms

DPH Dual Pulse High voltage point. This is the voltage value retrieved at
node 2 on measurement board, see figure 13.

DPL Dual Pulse Low voltage point. This is the voltage value retrieved at
node 2 on measurement board, see figure 13.
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NiMH Nickel-Metal Hydride.

SCSDP Slow Charge and Self Discharge Phase.

SDP Self Discharge Phase.
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1 Introduction

As the global leader of door solutions, Assa Abloy consistently tries to find
new methods to develop their products and make them more robust and safe.
This master thesis has been carried out to investigate if there is a way to
predict when the batteries in their slider doors needs to be replaced.

1.1 Background

In the slider doors of Assa Abloy, a backup battery-pack is installed as an
alternative power supply in case there is a power outage from the electric-
ity grid. The battery-pack’s main function is to open the emergency exit
doors during a power outage but can also be used to let non-emergency exit
doors operate as normal during a power outage. Because it is such an im-
portant feature and regulated by law, Assa Abloy has to make sure that
the battery-pack is in a good condition at all times. In order to do this,
Assa’s software makes a daily automatic test of their batteries. Should the
battery-pack fail during the test, the door is set to a safe mode until it has
been replaced. Unscheduled maintenance which this would result in should
be avoided if possible and thus, this master thesis examines the possibility
to predict battery failure.

1.2 The objective

Instead of changing batteries on a very short notice due to a failed test, Assa
Abloy wants to be able to have detailed information of their batteries and
predict their failure. As mentioned above, this master thesis is carried out to
investigate if it is possible to predict the failure of the battery by measuring
a number of key parameters. By measuring key parameters that have a cor-
relation to a battery’s performance, one will be able to tell the condition of
the battery and hence give a prediction of how close the battery is to failure.

Assa Abloy defines battery failure in two ways; the battery voltage drops
below a certain voltage level during an opening or the door opening proce-
dure takes longer than five seconds to perform. A battery failure is most
likely to occur during an opening procedure. Hence, a battery pack’s abil-
ity to deliver power during an opening procedure is a core characteristic to
be analyzed in this master thesis. Measurable factors that might have an
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impact on the occurrence of a battery failure are presented as hypotheses.
These hypotheses are developed in the perspective of what is defined as a
battery failure which is mentioned above. In order to tell the correctness of
the hypotheses, all measurable battery characteristics in the hypotheses; in-
ternal resistance, voltage drop after five seconds of load, capacity, time since
manufacture date and temperature, will be compared with a battery’s ability
to open an automatic door.

1. The likelihood of battery failure is correlated to the internal resistance
of a battery pack.

2. The likelihood of battery failure is correlated to the magnitude of a
voltage drop occurring from current conducted from a battery during
a five seconds period.

3. The likelihood of battery failure is correlated to the actual capacity
expressed in mAh of a battery.

4. The likelihood of battery failure is correlated to the age of the battery,
age of a battery is measured from manufacture date.

5. The likelihood of battery failure is correlated to the temperature of the
battery when it supplies the power to perform an opening procedure.

8



2 Theory

2.1 NiMH battery

As for all batteries, the NiMH battery has one negative electrode, one posi-
tive electrode and one electrolyte. The positive electrode consists of Nickel
Hydroxide (NiO(OH)), whereas the negative electrode consists of a Hydrox-
ide absorbing alloy. The electrolyte is in most cases Potassium Hydroxide
(KOH). Hydrogen is the active substance which stores the energy. The two
electrodes are separated by a separator. The separator prevents short-circuit
between the two electrodes while letting ions diffuse through which makes
it possible for current to flow through the electrode layers. The separator
is made of a synthetic material. A NiMH battery also contains a current
collector which consists of a metal grid. The function of a current collector
is to minimize internal resistance. [3]

2.2 Chemical reaction in NiMH battery

In the positive electrode, Nickel-hydroxide molecule reacts with hydroxide
which produces an electron. This electron will travel through the electrical
circuit and be absorbed by the alloy in the negative electrode. This pro-
cess represents charging whereas the opposite reaction direction represents
discharge. This can be seen in equation 1.

Ni(OH)2 +OH ↔ NiOOH +H2O + e− (1)

In the negative electrode, one electron and one hydrogen-ion is absorbed,
see equation 2. This direction of equation 2 represents charging whereas the
opposite direction represents discharge.

M +H2O + e− ↔MH +OH− (2)

A combined reaction of the positive and negative electrode can be seen in
equation 3, this is achieved by summing up equation 1 and 2. A graphical
illustration of this can be seen in figure 1.

M +Ni(OH)2 ↔MH +NiOOH (3)
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Figure 1: Chemical illustration of a NiMH battery’s charge- and discharge
characteristics.

2.3 Assa Abloy’s battery pack

The battery-pack used in Assa Abloy’s slider doors contains 10 AA-batteries
connected in series. Connecting the batteries in series increases the voltage
level by tenfold, from approximately 1.3V to 13V, while the capacity remains
the same. In their slider doors, two battery-packs are connected in series to
increase its power.

2.4 Capacity

The capacity of a battery is the amount of energy stored in it. It is measured
in ampere hours (Ah).
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2.4.1 Measure capacity

To measure the capacity of a battery, the amount of ampere hours can be
calculated by drawing a current from the battery and consistently measure
the current until the battery reaches the knee of discharge. Figure 2 shows
the characteristics of discharging a battery, where the knee of discharge can
be seen. The following equation can be used to calculate the capacity:

C =

∫ T

0

Idt (4)

Figure 2: Knee of discharge. Figure taken from energizer.com

2.4.2 Capacity Indicator

As stated in the hypothesis, the magnitude of the voltage drop that occurs
when a specific current is drawn from a battery during five seconds is cor-
relating to the probability of battery failure, the battery model employed
can be seen in figure 3. The reasoning to this hypothesis is as follows: the
opening time for an automatic door depends on the voltage the battery can
maintain during its opening procedure. Therefore it makes sense to measure
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the voltage drop of the battery during the longest acceptable opening time;
five seconds. This reasoning is valid since the work needed to open an au-
tomatic door can be seen as constant since the test will be performed on a
worst case scenario door, i.e. all other automatic doors will request less work
compared to the one that this test is performed on.
It should be noted that this method was implemented on request from Assa
Abloy as a method to indicate a battery’s capacity, hence the chosen method
name ”Capacity Indicator”. The voltage drop for this method will be cal-
culated as described in equation (5). At time t = 0 s, there will not be any
current conducted, while during time 0 < t ≤ 5 s the current is conducted
as shown in equation (7).

Capacity indicator = Ubattery(t = 0)− Ubattery(t = 5s) [V ] (5)

Ibattery(t = 0) = 0 [A] (6)

Ibattery(0 < t ≤ 5) =
Ubattery(t)

R11

[A] (7)

R11 can be seen in figure 13.
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Figure 3: The battery model employed.

2.5 Internal Resistance

The internal resistance of a battery is the opposition to the flow of current
within the battery. The internal resistance consists of the electronic resis-
tance and the ionic resistance. The electronic resistance encompasses the
individual resistivity of the materials used and how well they make contact
to each other. The ionic resistance is dependent on electrochemical factors,
such as the ion mobility, electrolyte conductivity and electrode surface area.
A number of factors that affect the internal resistance of a battery are the
age, the ambient temperature, charge and discharge cycles, the depth of dis-
charge, the magnitude of the current drawn and the chemical composition
of the battery [4]. Figure 4 shows how the internal resistance varies with
temperature in a fresh Energizer E91 AA battery. The reason why the inter-
nal resistance increases as temperature drops is because the electrochemical
reactions slow down and decrease the ion mobility in the electrolyte. To
measure the internal resistance of a battery, [4] describes two methods.
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Figure 4: Internal resistance based on temperature. Figure taken from ener-
gizer.com.

2.5.1 Dual Pulse Method

The Dual Pulse Method is done by first drawing a low stabilizing current,
IL, and at the same time measure the voltage of the battery, UL, followed by
increasing the current to IH and once again measure the voltage, UH . L and
H are indexes for low and high. With these values, the internal resistance
can be calculated based on Ohm’s law:

Rinternal = (UL − UH)/(IH − IL) (8)

Figure 5 shows an example of this method.

2.5.2 High Current Method

To measure the internal resistance with the High Current Method, the bat-
tery is loaded with a 0.01 ohm resistor for 0.2 seconds. The current drawn

14



can be calculated using the closed circuit voltage.

I = UCCV /0.01 (9)

The internal resistance can then be calculated using the open circuit voltage
and the current calculated in the equation above.

Rinternal = UOCV /I (10)

Using this method, it can be difficult to measure the closed circuit voltage
when the high current is drawn since it is drawn during a very short period.

Figure 5: Dual Pulse Method. Figure taken from energizer.com.

2.6 Charge Characteristics of NiMH-battery

Using correct charging techniques of batteries is very important to reach
a satisfying performance. Both under-charging, which is when the batteries
are not fully charged and over-charging should be avoided if possible. Under-
charging the battery can result in low service and over-charging can cause
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loss of life cycle. To determine when the battery has reached full charge, key
parameters to look at is the temperature of the battery and if the battery
has reached its voltage peak. The temperature will drastically increase once
it reaches over-charge because the majority of the eletrical energy input to
the battery will convert to heat instead. Figure 6 shows the charging char-
acteristics of a battery charged at a rate of 1C. C is the standard battery
rating which is the capacity of a fully charged battery. Using a charge rate of
1C would thus theoretically fully charge a battery in one hour. By studying
the figure, it is seen that the pressure and temperature increases when the
battery reaches full charge. It can also be seen that the voltage reaches a
peak, after which it starts to decrease.

[2] states that a moderate rate(2-3 hours) smart charger is recommended. A
2-3 hour charge time implies a charge rate of 0.5C-0.3C. The smart charger
is built to protect the battery from over-charging. They also state that a
charge rate of 0.1C for 12-14 hours is well suited. In both cases, once the
battery has reached full charge, a trickle charge of less than 0.025C is recom-
mended. Trickle charging means that the batteries gets charged on and off
between two voltage levels. The very small trickle charge is used to reduce
the negative effects of over-charging and to compensate for the self discharge.
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Figure 6: Charging characteristics with a charge rate of 1C. Figure taken
from energizer.com.

2.7 Discharge characteristics of NiMH-battery and its
effect on capacity measurement

Two important factors when estimating the capacity of a battery are the
discharge rate and the ambient temperature. When the estimated capacity
of a battery is determined, it should be done with a discharge rate of 0.2C
in room temperature.

Figure 2 shows a typical discharge curve of a NiMH-battery being discharged
with the conditions explained above. After the initial voltage drop, the volt-
age of the battery is relatively stable until it reaches the knee of discharge.

Figure 7 shows how the actual capacity of the battery compared to the rated
capacity varies with temperature. It can easily be seen that lower tempera-
tures have a larger effect on the capacity than higher temperatures and that
there is a significant decrease below 10 degrees.
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Figure 7: Capacity variation based on temperature. Figure taken from ener-
gizer.com.

Figure 8 shows how the actual capacity of the battery compared to the rated
capacity varies with the discharge rate used. It can be seen that the actual
capacity varies linearly with the discharge rate used.

Another factor that needs to be taken into consideration is the end of dis-
charge voltage. The end of discharge voltage will have an effect on the
capacity, where the lower it is, the higher the measured capacity will be. For
long term discharge profiles, where the discharge rate is less than 1C, it is
recommended to set the cutoff voltage to 0.9 volts per battery cell to avoid
the risk of permanent damage to the battery. Figure 9 shows the voltage
profile of a battery cell that has been discharged too deep. To avoid damage
it is important to stop before the second plateau.

2.8 Self Discharge Characteristics

In an Assa Abloy slider door, the battery pack is trickle charged which en-
sures fully charged condition. If trickle charge is turned off for a period of
time, e.g. 60 minutes, the voltage of the battery will decrease and later on

18



Figure 8: Capacity variation based on discharge rate. Figure taken from
energizer.com.

stabilize. There is a scientific report which states that the rate of self dis-
charge correlates to a battery’s state of health, i.e. its ability to store energy
expressed in Ah [5]. According to the hypothesis, the probability of a battery
failure is correlated to the capacity and therefore the self discharge rate is of
interest. In order to quantify the self discharge rate, the self discharge rate is
measured as the voltage drop occurring during 30 minutes from the moment
that the trickle charge is turned off. The battery is in fully charged condition
when the trickle charge is turned off. The time of 30 minutes was chosen by
studying the self discharg..e curvature for all batteries, see Appendix A.5. It
can be seen that the self discharge does not stabilize within this period of
time which ensures comparability in self discharge rate.
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Figure 9: Discharge profile of a battery cell that has been discharge too deep.
Figure taken from energizer.com.

3 Methodology

3.1 Investigation

At the start of the project most of the time was committed to investigation.
Which parameters were the important ones that could give an indication of
the health of the battery? Which methods were needed to calculate these
parameters? The company supervisor had some documentation regarding
parameters and methods to look at and it was thus investigated if there were
any other parameters and methods that could be of value.

3.2 Acquisition of battery data

Once the initial investigation phase was completed, the expected sequence of
procedure ended up as described below. Flow chart for acquisition of battery
data can be seen in figure 10.
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1. Charge batteries with a battery charger rack commonly used at Assa
Abloy.

2. Top-charge the batteries with a low current to 14.6V or until they show
no sign of progression while continuously measuring the voltage.

3. Turn off the charge and let them self discharge for a set amount of time
or until they reach 14.0V while continuously measuring the voltage.

4. Measure internal resistance with Dual Pulse Method.

5. Measure internal resistance with High Current Method.

6. Measure capacity indicator with method described in section 2.4.2

7. Measure capacity of battery using recommended guidelines described
in 2.4.1.

8. Analyze data!

Figure 10: Flow chart for a battery where acquisition of battery data is
performed.
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In order to do these measurements, the following hardware and functions
were needed:

• A microcontroller.

• High precision voltage measurement

• A function to store data during all phases.

• Circuit board to slowly charge batteries to 14.6V.

• Circuit board to measure self discharge phase.

• Circuit board to measure internal resistance and capacity indicator.

• Circuit board to measure capacity of battery.

3.3 Battery performance

The overall goal of this master thesis is to predict battery failure in an Assa
Abloy slider door, therefore the batteries are tested in a slider door to examine
battery performance. In order to introduce comparability and performance
quantification of a battery pack, the measurable figure was chosen to be the
number of consecutive openings a battery can do until battery failure occurs.
The procedure to retrieve number of door openings per battery pair is close
to similar as procedure to ”Acquisition of battery data”. Instead of capacity
measurement the battery pack is mounted in a slider door and performs
consecutive door openings until battery failure occurs. The flow chart is seen
in figure 11.
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Figure 11: Flow chart for evaluation of battery performance.

3.4 Design of hardware

In the following sub-chapter, the design of the boards are presented.

3.4.1 Choice of microcontroller

At an early stage it was decided to use an Arduino Mega which has an
ATMega 2560 on its board. The reason why an arduino was chosen was
mostly because of its easy start-up and our experience working with it. The
easy possibility of using an SD-card was also another factor, because it was
an easy way to store data. It is important to know that the ATMega2560 can
only measure up to 5V on its ADC pins. Since the batteries’ voltage reaches
approximately 14.6V, the voltage has been divided with two resistors to not
damage the microcontroller.
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3.4.2 Slow Charge and Self Discharge PCB

UBAT = Uarduino ∗ (1 +R5/R4) (11)

The current the battery is charged with will vary with the voltage of the
battery. However, since the batteries have been fast charged before they are
attached to this board, most of them will be close to 13.6V. The software
also checks to make sure the battery’s voltage is higher than 13.0V. If it is
not, the charge is not turned on since the battery is considered to be bad.
Using figure 12 as reference, the charge current is calculated as:

Icharge = (V1 − UBAT − UQ2)/(R1 +R2 +R3) (12)

The board itself has ten identical circuits as shown in figure 12.

Figure 12: Slow Charge and Self Discharge Board

3.4.3 Measurements PCB

The measurements board has been designed to be able to get the data needed
for the ”Dual-Pulse Method”, ”High-Current Method” and ”Capacity Indi-
cator Method”. Figure 13 shows the design of the board.
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Figure 13: Measurements Board

The Dual-Pulse Method is described in detail in chapter 2.5.1. Equation 8
is used to measure the internal resistance. To acquire UH and IH , the circuit
named DPH in figure 13 is used. A signal is sent from the microcontroller
to the NPN transistor which also makes the PNP transistor above conduct.
The current IH drawn from the battery is the sum of the current running
through R5 and R11.

IH = IR5 + IR11 (13)

When the current IH is drawn, UH = UBAT in figure 13. To acquire UL and
IL, it is done in the same way but using the DPL circuit in figure 13.

IL = IR17 + IR12 (14)

UL = UBAT when IL is drawn.

The High-Current Method is described in detail in chapter 2.5.2. In this
case, it has not been designed to fully follow the theory, but instead to what
is available to do in Assa’s slider doors. In their slider doors, they can draw
a peak of 7A and the circuit has therefore been designed to draw a high
current but not exceed 7A. Refering to the High-Current circuit in figure 13,
the theoretical maximum current that can be drawn is:

Imax = (UOCV − UBD648)/R2 (15)
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The current drawn for the closed circuit voltage is calculated according to:

ICCV = (UCCV − UBD648)/R2 (16)

UOCV = UBAT when the battery is under no load. UCCV = UBAT when a
current is drawn through R2 in figure 13.
Theory of the capacity indicator is described in detail in chapter 2.4.2. The
procedure to measure the capacity indicator is as follows: current is con-
ducted through node 5 in figure 13 during five seconds. The battery voltage
is sampled continuously. The capacity indicator value is then calculated as
the battery voltage when no current is conducted equ. (18), minus the bat-
tery voltage when current has been conducted for five seconds. This can be
seen in equation (17). It is the impact of equation (19) that results in volt-
age drop. See figure 21 in results for a graphical illustration of the battery
voltage during a capacity indicator measurement sequence.

Capacity indicator = Ubattery(t = 0)− Ubattery(t = 5s) (17)

Ibattery(t = 0) = 0 [A] (18)

Ibattery(0 < t ≤ 5) =
Ubattery(t)

R11

[A] (19)

R11 can be seen in figure 13.

3.4.4 Capacity Measurement Board

The capacity measurement board has been designed to discharge the batteries
with a current of approximately 0.2C, according to the theory described in
chapter 2.7. Figure 14 shows how each circuit is built. The current drawn
from the battery is measured according to the following method:

IBAT = UBAT/R1 = UBAT/47.0 (20)

During a capacity measurement, the current drawn will vary as the voltage
decreases. The current voltage will decrease from approximately 13V to 9.0V
and thus the current will vary accordingly:

IBAT,start = 13/47 = 277mA (21)

IBAT,end = 9/47 = 191mA (22)
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Since the battery is rated to C = 1200 mAh, the recommended current, 0.2C,
is equal to:

I0.2C = 1200 ∗ 0.2 = 240mA (23)

The deviation from the recommended current should not have a big impact
on the capacity measurement based on figure 8 in chapter 2.7.

The capacity in Ah is measured based on the current over time according to:

C =

∫ T2

T1

IBAT/3.6 ∗ dt, (24)

where T2-T1 is the total time in seconds it took to discharge the battery to
9.0V. Division by 3.6 is executed to receive the result in mAh.

The board has ten identical circuits to the one shown in figure 14.

Figure 14: Capacity Measurement Board

3.4.5 Miscellaneous functions

To obtain high precision voltage measurement, an external reference is used.
To store data, an arduino shield that supports an SD-card was used. All
measured data is stored on the SD-card and then transfered to a computer.
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3.5 Verification of circuit boards

Once all of the boards had been designed and built, it was important to verify
that each board worked as intended and that correct values were acquired at
all positions.

3.5.1 Accuracy of internal resistance measurement

Dual Pulse- and High current method are the two methods employed to
measure internal resistance. The internal resistance of a newly produced
NiMH battery in an Assa Abloy’s slider door is below 1.07R Ω. It is then
important that the Dual Pulse- and High Current method are able to measure
low resistance with good accuracy. To evaluate this a circuit with known
resistance was built, see figure 16. This has set-up 1 and set-up 2 with true
reference resistance values of:

Rref1 = 1.123Ω Rref2 = 0.334Ω

See table 3 and 4 in Appendix A.1 for how Rref1 and Rref2 was calculated.

Figure 15: Board with known resistance that is used to test measurement
board’s accuracy.
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Figure 16: Resistance board that has two set-ups: Rref1 and Rref2

3.5.2 Accuracy of battery voltage measurement

This was done with the help of a voltage source with a resolution of one
millivolt and a voltmeter with the resolution of ten millivolts. The micro-
controller itself has 210 or 1024 discrete steps to measure the voltage, where
1023 will equal 5V. Thus, the resolution of the microcontroller is:

UDiscreteStep = 5.0/1024 = 4.88mV (25)

To verify a board, a voltage source was connected to it. Using the measure-
ments board, see figure 13, the voltage source was connected to the board at
the far right instead of a battery. The voltage in node 7 was calculated in
the following way:

UV S = Unode1 ∗ (1 +R19/R18) (26)

, where UV S is the voltage that the voltage source outputs.
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In table 1, UCalc is the calculated voltage at node 7. As can be seen in
the table, the average error is 11 mV or 0.107%. The reason why the error
is larger than the resolution of the arduino of 4.88 mV is because the error
measured in node 1 also gets multiplied by the factor (1 +R19/R18).

Table 1: Verification of voltage measurement

U VS [V] U Calc [V] U VS - U Calc [V] Error [%]
14 14.005 -0.005 -0.036
13.5 13.512 -0.012 -0.089
13.036 12.989 0.047 0.361
12.975 12.989 -0.014 -0.108
12.342 12.346 -0.004 -0.032
11.943 11.943 0.0 0.0
11.426 11.434 -0.008 -0.070
10.768 10.769 -0.001 -0.009
10.205 10.209 -0.004 -0.039
9.761 9.760 0.001 0.010
8.828 8.819 0.009 0.102
7.490 7.473 0.017 0.227
6.702 6.681 0.021 0.313

Average 0.011 0.107

The Error has been calculated as:

Error = ((UV S − UCalc)/UV S) ∗ 100 (27)

Similar methods were used to verify all of the boards. In the appendix, more
data for all boards can be found.
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From Appendix A.1, it can be concluded that the accuracy of Dual Pulse
and High-Current method is good. When the resistance board in figure
16 is connected as illustrated in figure 15 the measurement board is able
to measure the reference resistance Rref1 and Rref2 with less than 0.008 Ω
deviation. The real value of the resistance was determined by connecting
the circuit to a constant voltage source where the current was measured and
thereby the true resistance of the circuit.

3.6 Measurement Sequence

In the following chapter, each sequence mentioned in chapter 3.2 is described
in more detail. The measurement sequence has been carried out on approxi-
mately 200 batteries. Most of these batteries have been returned from service
visits due to some, unfortunately, unknown reason. A few of the batteries
have been brand new.

3.6.1 Fast charge using Assa Abloy’s battery rack

The first phase is the least important one because it is only to quickly charge
the batteries to an almost fully charged state. This is done by a battery rack
commonly used at Assa Abloy. The battery rack starts by discharging the
batteries with a current of 0.63C until it reaches a certain voltage. After
that, it charges the battery with a constant current of 0.3C for four hours.
During this phase, no data is acquired.

3.6.2 Slow Charge and Self Discharge Phase

The second phase is the Slow Charge and Self Discharge Phase (SCSDP). On
this board, the batteries will be top-charged with a current of approximately
0.045C to ideally 14.6V. If the capacity of the battery has been reduced, it
will be top charged to whichever voltage it maxes out at. The rate at which
the batteries are charged have been designed to match the charge-current
used in Assa Abloy’s doors. Once a battery reaches its maximum voltage,
the Self Discharge Phase (SDP) is initiated. The slow charge is turned off
and the battery will self discharge for 60 minutes or until it reaches 14.0V.
During both phases, the voltage is continuously measured and saved to an
SD-card.
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3.6.3 Measurements Phase

Once the SDP has been completed, the next phase is the measurements
phase. This involves retrieving data to calculate the internal resistance of
the battery using both the Dual Pulse Method and the High Current Method
as well as calculating the battery capacity indicator. In figure 13, the mea-
surements board can be seen. Based on which NPN-transistor of the three
available conducts, the different circuits will be active.

3.6.4 Capacity Measurement

After the Measurements Phase has been completed, the capacity of the bat-
tery is measured. The battery is connected to the Discharge Board where
the voltage is continously measured until it reaches 9.0V.

3.7 Battery performance based on measured parame-
ters

Once all the batteries had gone through the measurements, a large set of
of data from batteries had been acquired. The two parameters that were
anticipated to be the most crucial to the batteries’ performance was the
internal resistance and the capacity. The question was how well a battery
would perform based on the value of these two parameters. Therefore, a set
of batteries with varying capacity and internal resistance were chosen to be
tested on a ”worst case scenario” door; a door with a high peak current and
a long distance to travel. The high peak current will result in a high voltage
drop during an opening and the long distance will impact the capacity. Figure
17 shows the battery current during one opening.
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Figure 17: Current output from battery during one opening.

The doors use two battery packs in series and therefore batteries with similar
internal resistance and capacity were paired. The idea was to see how many
consecutive door openings one pair of battery packs could do based on their
internal resistance and capacity. The batteries will fail if the voltage at some
point during an opening drops below 11.11α2 V.

After an initial test phase it was seen that the number of door openings
was strongly correlated to the internal resistance and less so to the capacity.
A new test phase was then started where the battery pairs were chosen only
based on the internal resistance. This set of batteries was tested in different
temperatures and the internal resistance of the batteries was also measured
at these temperatures.
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4 Results

4.1 Capacity

Figure 18 shows the discharge curves for a number of batteries. The batteries
with a high capacity has two very clear knees and a plateau. It can also be
seen that the batteries with lower capacity has a greater slope in its plateau
than the good ones, which has somewhat of an impact on its performance in
the doors. The reason why is explained more in detail in chapter 5.1.

Figure 18: Illustration of discharge characteristics of fully charged NiMH
batteries with different Ah.

4.1.1 Self discharge’s correlation to capacity

The method used to measure the capacity is not possible to use on a battery
in a door. The self discharge measurements were done to see if there was
a correlation between the self discharge and the capacity. Figure 19 shows
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the self discharge curve for five different batteries and figure 20 shows the
correlation between self discharge and capacity.

Figure 19: Self discharge curves during first 1100s of time. Full self discharge
can be found in Appendix A.5.
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Figure 20: Total voltage drop during self discharge vs capacity

Looking at figure 20, no correlation between the two parameters can be seen.

4.1.2 Capacity indicator’s correlation to capacity

The voltage drop of the battery during the capacity indicator measurement
sequence is presented in figure 21. Regarding the stated hypothesis, it is
interesting to examine the correlation between battery performance and ca-
pacity indicator, see figure 22.
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Figure 21: Voltage drop during capacity indicator measurement sequence.
Each line represents one battery pack.

4.1.3 Capacity indicator’s correlation to door openings

Correlation between a battery’s capacity indicator value and it’s ability to
open a door, see figure 22. According to this, a battery with a capacity
indicator value lower than 1.0α2 V results in a successful door opening.
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Figure 22: Number of door openings versus capacity indicator value. Each
dot represents one battery pair. Note that dots which are located as half
circles on the x-axis did perform 0 door openings in this test.

4.2 Age of battery counted from production date

Correlation between age of battery and its performance has been analyzed.
The result is seen in figure 23. It is seen that there is no correlation between
age and battery failure. This is most likely due to too many other factors
affecting the battery; the climate, type of door and rate of usage to name a
few.
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Figure 23: Each dot represents a battery pair that has been through door
opening phase where its production date is known.

4.3 Internal Resistance

The internal resistance of the batteries have been measured with two different
methods; the Dual Pulse Method and the High Current Method. Figure 24
shows the correlation of the internal resistance between the methods. It can
be seen that there is a strong correlation between the two and almost a linear
relationship when the internal resistance is less than 1.67α1 Ω measured by
the High Current Method. It should also be noted that there is a static error
between the two.
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Figure 24: Internal resistance measured by dual pulse- and high current
method. Each dot represents a battery pack.

The result of the ten battery pairs that were chosen to go through tests on
a door in different temperatures can be seen in figure 25. The internal resis-
tance displayed in the figure is from the Dual Pulse Method.
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Figure 25: Internal resistance vs door openings

It can be seen that the internal resistance increases as the temperature de-
creases and that the threshold of the internal resistance when it still manages
to do a door opening is somewhere around 1.0α1 Ω. If the internal resistance
vs door openings is analyzed in general, it can also be seen that there seems
to be a deviation for the 65oC test. For instance, at 20oC there is a battery
pair with 0.573α1 Ω that does 200+ openings and at 65oC there is a pair
with 0.575α1 Ω that does 18. The reason why it does not seem to behave in
a similar way at 65oC is discussed in chapter 5.3.
A second set of batteries were chosen to go through tests on a door to
strengthen the result from the previous set. Due to lack of time, they were
only tested at 0oC and 10oC. The result is shown in table 2.

Table 2: Internal resistance vs door openings

IR DP-Method 0oC[Ω] DO 0oC IR DP-Method 10oC[Ω] DO 10oC
1.446α1 0 1.081α1 0
1.183α1 0 0.917α1 15
2.454α1 0 1.635α1 0
1.484α1 0 1.238α1 0
1.657α1 0 - -
1.613α1 0 - -
1.639α1 0 - -

- - 0.979α1 16

Figure 26 shows the correlation between the internal resistance and number
of door openings for all tests that were done except for the 65oC one. It
can be seen that there seems to be a threshold for the internal resistance at
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approximately 1.0α1 Ω or 1.7α1 Ω, depending on if the Dual-Pulse Method
or the High Current Method is used, for when the door no longer manages
to open the door.

Figure 26: Internal resistance vs door openings

4.4 Temperature

A battery generates power by a chemical reaction. Since temperature has
impact on chemical reactions and electrical characteristics such as resistance,
it is of interest to examine temperature impact on a battery’s characteristics.
See figure 27, 28 and 29 on how temperature impacts on respectively: capac-
ity indicator, internal resistance measured by dual pulse- and high current
method.
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Figure 27: Temperature impact on internal resistance measured by Dual
Pulse method. Each line represents a unique battery pair.
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Figure 28: Temperature impact on internal resistance measured by High
Current method. Each line represents a unique battery pair.
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Figure 29: Temperature impact on capacity indicator. Each line represents
a unique battery pair.
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5 Discussion

5.1 The capacity’s impact on battery performance

The capacity has according to the investigation in this master thesis no im-
pact on the battery’s performance to open a door once or not. The capacity
is the energy stored in the battery and does not correlate to the power it
can deliver. Another idea was that the internal resistance and the capacity
correlates. By studying figure 30 it can be seen that there is no apparent
correlation between the two parameters.

Figure 30: Internal resistance using DP-Method vs capacity

5.2 Capacity indicator’s correlation to battery perfor-
mance

The capacity indicator is the method employed in order to examine hypoth-
esis number 2, which says:
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”The likelihood of battery failure is correlated to the magnitude of a voltage
drop occurring from current conducted from a battery during a five seconds
period.”
In figure 22, it can be seen that the capacity indicator does correlate to the
probability of battery’s failure. This validates the stated hypothesis. Accord-
ing to figure 22, a capacity indicator value less than 1.11α2 V does ensure
that the door will be able to open.

5.3 The temperature’s impact on the open circuit volt-
age

As mentioned in chapter 4.3, it could be seen that the tests carried out at
65oC did not behave in the same way as the other temperatures. It was seen
that two battery pairs with very similar internal resistance, but measured at
20oC and 65oC, had a big discrepancy in the amount of door openings. What
was observed and what is believed to be the reason, is that when a battery
pack is charged at 20oC versus 65oC, the open circuit voltage is significantly
lower for the 65oC case when using Assa’s charge algorithm. Because it was
observed at a late stage during the master thesis, no documentation of this
has been done and it should be said that this is only a hypothesis. Further
investigation needs to be done to verify this.

5.4 Conclusions

The results has been presented and discussion upon them have been em-
ployed. With knowledge from this it is now appropriate to draw conclusions
in a failure prediction perspective.

5.4.1 Internal Resistance’s impact

The parameter that showed the strongest correlation to the performance of
the batteries was the internal resistance. The reason why is because when the
internal resistance increases, much power is lost and the powered delivered
decreases. When opening a door, high power during a short period of time
is needed. This means that the internal resistance affects the likelihood of a
battery failure, which answers hypothesis 1.
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5.4.2 Capacity’s impact

The conclusion is that the capacity does not have any correlation to the
performance of the batteries. If the battery can’t deliver a power high enough,
it doesn’t matter if the battery has a high capacity. This means that the
capacity does not affect the likelihood of a battery failure, which answers
hypothesis 3.

5.4.3 Temperature’s impact

The temperature does have a strong correlation to the performance of the
battery because it strongly affects the internal resistance of the battery. Thus,
when the battery is under a load, there will be a voltage loss which is depen-
dent on the internal resistance. This means that the temperature affects the
likelihood of a battery failure, which answers hypothesis 5.

5.4.4 Age’s impact

The age of the battery does not have any correlation to the performance
of the battery. This means that the age of the battery does not affect the
likelihood of a battery failure, which answers hypothesis 4.

5.4.5 Capacity Indicator’s impact

The capacity indicator method shows a correlation to the performance of
the battery. When the capacity indicator value decreases, the performance
of the battery increases. It thus affects the likelihood of a battery failure,
which answers hypothesis 2. The reason why, is because it basically is a
measurement of the internal resistance.

5.4.6 Failure prediction - What is needed?

As seen in the previous chapter, it is quite straight forward to calculate if the
door will succeed or not. All of the three parameters needed can be measured
in real-time. However, to predict battery failure, the following needs to be
known:

• The correlation between temperature and internal resistance

• The correlation between time/aging and internal resistance
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• The correlation between temperature and the peak battery voltage with
no load.

To be able to predict battery failure, Assa Abloy is recommended to do the
following:

• Collect a set of new battery pairs and measure the internal resistance
at different temperatures to see how the internal resistance correlates
to the temperature.

• Implement measurement of the internal resistance in their slider doors
and after a couple of months crunch the data to see if any correlation
between age and internal resistance can be found.

• Collect a set of new battery pairs and measure the battery voltage at
different temperatures, using the same charge-algorithm as used in the
door. This is done to see how the battery voltage correlates to the
temperature.
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A Verification data

A.1 Internal resistance measurement

By applying various voltage levels with a power supply to the resistance
circuit board in figure 16 on page 29, true resistance value for set-up 1 and
2 was retrieved, see table 3 and 4.

Rref1 = 1.123Ohm Rref2 = 0.334Ohm

These two values will serve as reference values to evaluate the accuracy of
the internal resistance measurement methods.

Table 3: measurements to evaluate reference resistance value for Rref1.

Power sup-
ply [V]

Setup 1-
current [A]

Setup 1
-Resistance
of resistance
board [Ω]

Setup 1 -
standard
deviation
[Ω]

Setup 1 -
average re-
sistance [Ω]

0,202 0,18 1,12
0,315 0,28 1,13
0,431 0,38 1,13
0,559 0,5 1,12
1,272 1,14 1,12
2,072 1,85 1,12

0,00719 1,123
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Table 4: Measurements to evaluate reference resistance value for Rref1.

Power sup-
ply [V]

Setup 2 -
current [A]

Setup 2
-Resistance
of resistance
board [Ω]

Setup 2 -
standard
deviation
[Ω]

Setup 2 -
average re-
sistance [Ω]

0,112 0,34 0,329
0,36 1,11 0,324

0,453 1,35 0,336
0,19 0,56 0,339

0,292 0,87 0,336
0,00593 0,333

Table 5: Measurement of Rref1 with Dual Pulse method.

Voltage
DPH [V]

Voltage
DPL [V]

Upset 1-
Resistance
measured
by Dual
Pulse [Ω]

Standard
devia-
tion of
measured
resistance

Average
value [Ω]

6,13 6,63 1,13
9,29 10,08 1,13

11,97 13 1,12
12,75 13,85 1,13
12,81 13,91 1,12

0,00547 1,126
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Table 6: Measurement of Rref2 with Dual Pulse method.

Voltage
DPH [V]

Voltage
DPL [V]

Upset 2
-Resistance
measured
by Dual
Pulse [Ω]

Standard
devia-
tion of
measured
resistance

Average
value [Ω]

6,48 6,63 0,32
9,61 9,84 0,33

11,54 11,82 0,32
12,45 12,76 0,33
13,58 13,93 0,33

0,00547 0,326

Table 7: Measurement of Rref2 with High-Current method.

Voltage in node 7
when no current is
conducted [V]

Voltage in node 7
when current is con-
ducted through
High-Current
branch

Upset 2 -
Resistance
measured by
High-Current [Ω]

Standard
devia-
tion of
measured
resistance

Average
value [Ω]

9,75 8,684 0,326
11,7 10,403 0,325

13,64 12,136 0,328
0,00152 0,326
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A.2 Verify Measurements Board

Figure 31: Verification of DPH/Capacity Indicator Circuit
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Figure 32: Verification of DPL Circuit

Figure 33: Verification of High Current Circuit
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A.3 Verify SCSD Board

Figure 34: Verification of SCSD Board Position 1-6
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Figure 35: Verification of SCSD Board Position 7-12
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A.4 Verify Capacity Measurement Board

Figure 36: Verification of Capacity Measurement Board Position 1-6

58



Figure 37: Verification of Capacity Measurement Board Position 7-10

A.5 Self discharge curves for all batteries

Figure 38: Self discharge curves.
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Figure 39: Self discharge curves.

Figure 40: Slow discharge curves.
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Figure 41: Slow discharge curves.

Figure 42: Slow discharge curves.
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